






While battling the heat, grime and spiders, the couple also 
uncovered numerous little prizes while digging through the dusty 
past. Jimmy found parts for Edsel automobiles and spinning 
wheels, among other things. Phyllis found a 1965 Shannon’s 
Drugstore calendar and Chamber of Commerce memorabilia.

“The Chamber was up there 20 or 30 years. I found a lot of 
things representative of their work—some of the decorations used 
in parties, thank-you notes and items on the walls. I saved a lot of 
that,” Phyllis said.

The McCulloughs’ did their best to leave as much of the 
original structure in place, thus upstairs visitors will note the 
ancient wood  oors and exposed brick walls. Among the bigger 
souvenirs of Lebanon yesteryear are two large wooden signs that 
bear the names of members of the Rotary Club and the Lions Club 
from four or  ve decades ago and the original green door to the 
Chamber of Commerce of  ce with the name painted in white 
letters on its glass window.   

As for the near future, who knows what 21st-century businesses 
may  nd themselves snuggled comfortably inside a gorgeous, 
early-20th-century architectural wonder? Bone and Manous are 
imagining the possibilities. 

“We’re working on the development model. It’s gonna be touch 
and go with the current economic climate, but I feel con  dent we 
can bring the Arcade back to life if we  nd the right people who 
share in this community-wide dream,” Manous said. “I think we 
can make the square a really special place in the next 10 years.

“It appears the obvious niche, thus far, would be all retail on 
the lower level. Of course, we’re dreaming of having a restaurant 
there. There are design issues that we have to work through, 
but I feel very positive it could happen if we  nd that special 
restauranteur who sees what a special opportunity that could be. 

The upper  oor is ideal for an of  ce tenant mix with the banquet 
hall serving as a multi-purpose space.”

For now the partners hope to have a small of  ce in the Arcade 
as soon as possible where they will be accessible to meet with 
contractors, city of  cials and potential clients.

“Then we will begin selective demolition and peel away 
some of the stuff that doesn’t belong and that doesn’t add to the 
building’s history,” said Manous, who is raring to go. “I would 
love to start taking out some of the bricked-up windows in the 
banquet hall and put some glass in there and bring back some 
natural light.” 

For Phyllis and Jimmy McCullough, a hard-working duo that 
stepped in at just the right moment a decade-and-a-half ago and 
preserved what was there, the time was now for them to pass the 
torch along to a new team that could transport the Arcade back to 
the future and to its rightful, most delightful status on the square. 

 “We’ve enjoyed it very much—doing business and preserving 
the building,” said Jimmy. “But we’re glad it’s going on to 
the next level, to restore one of the most important buildings in 
Lebanon.”

No one who has meandered through the Arcade, glanced up 
through its skylights and stared into the heavens above would 
disagree.

Jimmy and Phyllis McCullough operated McCullough’s Of  ce Supply in Leba-
non from 1964 to 2008. Phyllis nurtured McCullough’s Art Gallery in the Arcade 
from 1996 until 2008. 

The Lebanon Bank holds a stockholders’ 
meeting in the Arcade in 1951
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